Hined main streets typify the “all-:Am

- - Peter Qsnos .
Greenville is a eity of some 50,000 people in the Delt

a2 region i:_f Mississippi. It 'i§

traditionally considered a bastion of moderation in-questions of civil rights, The tree-

‘complete as to defy helief, : . -
Barely. a two-minute walk from the main street we.

erican_city,” but behind them lies a poverty so

found the Negro neighbor-

-hood. Into an area surrqunded by unpaved streets-are packed severgl hundred: colored

families living in shacks. of —~ - . .
an llegitimate "child_from re- -

pasteboard with wax-paper and
rag windows. As we walked

farther inlo the district _gven

the muddy streets stopped.
Right in the middle we c¢ame
upon a shack which seemm? to.
be- typical. Al over was gar-
bage and broken furnifure. On
all four sides were similar
shacks so that there was no ac-
cess to the road. Close by was
a building which served ps a
Iatrine for six: families, -We
called “hello™ and suddenty
three small chiliiren appedred
at the "door.” A mowment later
the mother appchred. From in-
side we could hear the ery 6f-a
fourth child. . )

Southern “Equality™

The children were filthy; they
wore no shoes asid their clothes
barely covered their bodies.
The mother was-a small wom-
an; her hair was cut as if just
to keep it out of the way. She
wore a torn grey sweaishirt
and an old pair of pants. When
she opened the dbor we noticed
that her leg wids scarred and
swollen. Finally she smiled and
said “hello."”” We iniroduced
ourselves and - éxplained why
we were there.

The woman was {weniy years
old, the mother of four children
ranging in age from six years
to ten months. Her husband is
in jail for fen years for man-
slaughter. She was evidently a
common-law wife as she wore
no wedding band. Aside from
her injured leg she was missing
four fingers from her right
han_d,“ As a result of these two

ceiving welfare aid, -1t is very,
difficul{ for her to prove that

her husband is.the father of all -

four children. She pays twenty-

-four doltars a month rent:for
‘the - two room skack. Would she

register 1o vote? No, she had
only “finished iwo . grades. in
school.- - . : E

- We thanked her and walked
through the debris to the street.
Soon we were back on the main
sireet and it seemed as if this
woman and her family didn't
exist.

Right 16 Decent Lite
For this woman, the removal

of bathroom signs and.the in-
tegration of. downiown restau-

‘rants Is a' remote issue. For the

Negro man who earns 510 a
week, the question of a bus
trip, on any bus — integrated
or segregated-—is unreal. These
people are concerned with the
fundamental right to a decent
life.

The situation in Greenville is
unique only in that it is bet-
ter than most. As we- drove.
through the  countryside, we
saw clustiers of ihese small
shacks. Occasionally there was
a television antenna or a car,
but there was always an out-
house, There was never any
problem in distinguishing the
home of a white from a colored
family. The Negro shacks are
aimost uniférm in that they. are
all broken-down, lacking paint,
adequate windows, and in many
cases’ electricily. In {front of
several shacks, we noticed wa-
ler pumps. Some of the more
generous white farm owners
builg shacks for their colored

s she is ble to work.
She is not on relicf, because the
state has a Jaw which prevents
2 woman who is the mother of

ploy right on the grounds,
but even these houses look as
if they were built with old tim-
bers. .

“Inferior Rice” .
In Vicksburg we: passed an

had seen. It was on the banks

of the Misgissippi River. When |-
the river qverflows, the damp- ¢

ness seeps' int> the shacks,

There are po streets, no: lights, |-

no room- fe grow anything.
Everywherg there - is_garbage
mixed in with mosquitoes and
mud. The 'Stite Heaith Com-
pnission hag.-prool that the Ne-
groes are an inferior race,.be-
cause they have more cases of
tuberculosis: than the white

men., N

The gengral indigency ex- |,

tends beyond the home. A walk
along Lynch Street in Jackson
will bear.this out. There is a
shining new bank jn the Ma-.
sonic Temple building, but in-
side the walls are chipping bad-
k. This is the best building. in
the area. The remainder of the
buildings op the street are. al-
most as neglected as the home.
The offices of CORE are'in two
tiny rooms of a structure which
‘Tooks like .the shacks with a
ggrish coat-of yellow paint:

ey are bare and- coid: Al-
though they represent the Ne.
ghoes’ greatest efforts, they can-
not even be compared {o.their
counterpart. white churches. In

tole the effoct is at best shabby. |-

Economyic Subjugation

The abjecl poverty dircetly | *

répresants the: economic situa-
tion- of the Mississippi Negro.
‘Fhe denial of the fundamental
right to work and study. has
forced the rolored people into
these condi{i,uns. This, coupled
with the obvious negligence of
the State, belies the supposed
affection which the segrega-
tionists. profess for the Negro.
The questiopt: of “separate.:hut
equal” thus bécomes absurd.

area which was the worst. we | -
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