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 Chill in Trudeau’s Long Popularity Wilts His Political
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. By Peter Osnos
‘Washington Post Staft Writer
OTTAWA—Tor-more than a ‘decade,
Pierre Filiott Trudeau has dominated
the Canadian scene, He has served as
prime minister longer than any of the.
other present major leaders in the
Western world. His eraggy smile and |
the rose in his natty suit lapel have |
become almost as familiar a symbol of
Canada as the maple leaf. R
But now as the ripe hues of autumn ' |

the first snaps of chilling wind are in’
the air, Trudeau may be in his final"
months at- the helm. Canada must |
have an election before next July and :
the prime minister is from all accounts
—even those of some of his closest ad-
Vvisers—in terrible political shape,

An accumulation of troubles, rang-

Letter from Canada

ing from the country’s lagging econo-
my, to continued uncertainties over
the future of French-speaking Quehec
and a simmering scandal involving
illegal acts by the fabled Canadian
‘Mounted Police, have combined to
make Trudeau'’s Liberal Party look
exceedingly vulnerable,

In by-elections last week, the Lib-
erals got clobbered, losing 13 of 15
contests, a setback so severe that a
number of Canadian pundits and poli- |
ticos wondered whether Trudeau
—after 10 years in office—might re-
sign for the sake of his party even
before the coming election. “Tru.
deau Must Go,” declared the Toronto
Star, Many Canadians, said a respect-
ed analyst, have developed a “viscerfl
antipathy” to the prime minister per-
sonally—and his Liberals are paying
the price.
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PIERRE ELLIOTT TRUDEAU
An accumtdatiop of troubles have
combined to make Trudeau’s Iib-
eral Party look exceedingly vulner.
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Trudeaw'’s staying on for e ‘ercﬂtgl taf
i ess of the.
moment. At 59 le looks 84S younger
than his age ‘and is said to draw in.
‘spiration and vigor from his three
sons, aged 6 and under. Giving up,
those around him say, 'is simply nof
Plerre Trudeau's style, =~ 5

II‘;J TRUDEAUd:nd Xta 'Lmﬂm rals do
- get beaten, Canada’s next pi ime minis-
ter will be the leader of the main op-
 position party, ‘the' Progressive Cons
servatives. He is Joe Clark, a ender
man of 39 with a r ‘eding chin g
was known around the country unti
very recently as ‘Joe Who?”
“Joe is a hell oéﬁ: P
pronounced one of Ottawa’s shrewder |
political observers. “Can Joe {fill
Pierre's shoes?” headlined an article
in the Montreal Gazette, the implica-
tion evidently being that it hgom;
to be very rough. i (. T
Indeed, the irony of Trudeau’s de«
cline is that the likely alternative
apparently leaves a great many
geoxﬁ;l cblcl!diu[]nn. Clark has shown
deniable skill at organizing for elec:
tions and Conservatives say he is

Trudeau has survived popularity
slumps before (he emerged from one
to win the general election of 1974)
as well ag the embarrassingly public
defection of his Yyoung wife, Margaret,
Yet this time, say those who know

him, the prime minister may not make
it back. Clearly, he is feeling a strain,

Commons Tuesday, when an opposi-
tion member quipped that the govern-
ment might destroy documents in the
Mounties case, Trudeau, his eyes blaz-
ing, stepped into the space in front

oo
ON THE FLOOR of the House of

of his desk and demanded to know
who had made the crack.
“Pll kick his ass,” Trudeau snapped.
(The official record of the session
made the word *“arse” a quainter

/ 4
term. But the Canadian Parliament
is televised and viewers plainly heard
the saltier version.)

The prime minister then smiled, the
sort of nervous grin that Richard Nix-

gaining in stature and confidence as
the prospect of premiership starts to
loom larger. i { b 58
© AUl but the most _ardent Clark
supporters concede, however, that he

is still, as one official put it, }‘euluw"‘w
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