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This is persuasive argument in the abstract. But closer to home,
is it not fair to ask whether there is any excuse for the purposeful
violence like that of some young people who came to register their

contempt for Richard Nixon’s Inaugural?”

AN ADVOCATE
OF REVOLUTION

For most of his life, Her-
bert Marcuse worked in re-
. lative quiet as a Marxist phi-
.losopher and historlan of
. ideas. Suddenly, in the past
« year or so, from the unlikely
.platform of the San Diego
+ branch of ihe University of
! California, Marcuse has be-
+come almost famous. His
.identification  with  the
ryoung and avant garde has
~made him, in his own mock-
.ing words, “a rather salable
« piece of merchandise.”
.+ It is one of the more cu-
rious incongruitics of our
ape that this 70.year-old,
Germanborn and educated
philosopher should have he-
eome a spokesman for re-
bellious Western youth, an
articulate voice from across
the generation for the an-
“ger of the affluent. The link
began in 1964, when Mar.
cuse's book, One Dimen.
“sional Man, was published
-coincidentally with the fipst
‘stirrings of militancy among
-students in the U.8. and
“Western Europe.
“One Di ional Man” Is

AN ESSAY ON LIBERATION
By Herbert Marcuse

(Bescon Press, 91 pp. $3.95)

Reviewed by Peter Osnos

Mr. Osnos, a Washington

viously an editorial assistant for I. F. Stone’s Weekly,

as In his new Dook, An
Essay on Liberation: "“The
drive [behind the radical stu-
dent movement] is the re-
fusal to grow up, to malure,
to perform efficiently and
‘normally’ in and for a so-
eiety:

* “Which conduels its
booming business on the
backs of ghettos, stums and
internal and external colo-
nialism;

¢ “Which s infested with
violence and repression
while demanding ohedience
and compliance from vie.
tims of violence and repres-
sion;

® “Which in order to sus
tain the profitable praduc-
tivity on which its hierarchy
d ds, utilizes its hest re-

a difficult book, tortuously
written and reasoned, and
yet its central theme is sim-
ple, and easily transmissible
by word of mouth: Modern
industrial society s funda-
mentally repressive. The
very comforts and alleged
freedoms of polilies and mo-
rality are part and parcel of
the repression, devices to
forestall substantive change.

This man of consummate
professorial charm and a
bearing of grandfatherly el-
egance speaks to a consti-
tuency of Mark Rudds, Dan-
jel Cohn-Bendits and Rudi
Dutschke when he writes,

sources for wasle, destruc:
tion and an ever more me-
thodical creation of con-
formist needs and satisfae-
tions,”

Marcuse is a pamphieterr,
a passjonate advacate of rev-
olution as the anly hope for
change In a culture sodden
with hypoerisy and injus-
tice. He asks:

“Can one meaningfully
call it an offense when dem-
onstrators disrupt the busi-
ness of the university, the
draft board, the supermar-
ket, the flow of traffic, tn
protest against the far more
efficient disruption of the

Post Staff Writer, was pre.

business of life of untold
human beings by the armed
forces of Jaw and order?”

This is persuasive argyl
ment In the abstract. Bu
ctoser to home, Is it not fai
to ask whether there is any
excuse for the purposefu
violence like that of somg
young people who came ¢
register their contempt fo
Richard Nixon’s inaugural?

Is there any Justificatior
for surrounding a lone po
liceman and attacking him
apparéntly without reason?

No excuse for protest i
necessary, Marcuse and hig
followers would retort, Le
gitimacy is irrelevant in 4
society which has sanctified
destruction and glorified
violence through the train
ing of hundreds of thou
sands of men {o maim and|
kill. “You are what you eat’
was a frequent chamt at thg
Counter Inaugural,

Marcuse has a plan, In An
Essay on Liberation, hg
writes with what seems a
times a beguiling naivetq
about the world he envision
to replace the society he
abhors. It would be a world
in which man was funda.
mentally, biologically over-
hauled.

For the first time in his.
tory, Marcuse argues, tech
nological capabilities of ad
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vanced capitalism and so-
demtigesiiemalkatea same
technology, - however, has
created needs and satisfac-
tions that bind us to the sys.
tem.

“Inasmuch as these needs
and satisfactions reproduce
a life in servitude,” he
writes, “liberation presuppos-
es changes in this biological
dimension, that is to say dif-
ferent imstinctual needs, dif-
ferent reactions of the body
as well as the mind.”

Can the working classes
he radicatized, Marcuse
asks, so long as they feel the
need to buy a new car every
two years? The question is
rhelorical. The answer, ob-
viously, is no.

Once the biologleal
changes are made, the bad
habits broken, Marcuse sees
a new quality of life devel-
oping, free of aggressive
and  repressive  attitudes,
‘Fhis is the utopia: a distant
goal, Marcuse concludes,
closest perhaps in Cuba and
North Vietnam.

An Essty on Liberalion is
an absorbing hook, particu-
larly when Marcuse dwelly
on his eritiquee of contempo-
rary society. But as litera-
ture the hook suffers from
the extravagant complexity
of Marcuse's Germanic-A-
merican philosophical prose,
And it is also worth men.
tioning that nelther Marcuse
nor his editors thought it
worth the trouble to trans-
late the French and German
references in the text. It
seems distinctly unrevolu-
tionary to expect everyone
who reads the book to be tri-
lingual,

QOne is tempted to specu-
late ahout how the future
will regard Marcuse. As an-
other Marx? Or just a relie
of the turbulent sixties? He
himself must wonder as he
ponders his success in a cul-
ture he condemns.
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