Singles Are Big Business in the Catskills
By Peter Osnos Washington Post Staff Writer

The Washington Post, Times Herald (1959-1973); Oct 16, 1972;

pe. Al

Singles Are Big Business in the Catskills

Seround i a seres

. By Peter Osnos
Washinz'on Pox: Bialf Wrirer

RIAMESHA LAKE. N.Y.—II is near-
ing a decade now since the savvv man-
agers of the Concord, a big brash re-
sort in the Catskill Mountains, devised
a way to fill the hotel and a pressing
public need at the same time: bring to-
gether the unattached.

Call it a Singles Weekend. Promise
them a glamorous fun-filled holiday
where anything goes. It couldn't miss.

Or putting it bluntly: “We recognized
loneliness as a market.,” said Gordon
Winarik. the hotel’s executive director.

“Years back,” he said relaxing one
evening in his cluttered little office
atop the Concord’s steamy, sprawling
kitchen. “you could say to pcople,
‘Look, come up, you'll have a good din-
ner."

“'Fine.’ they'd say, 'l want a good

dinner.” But they didn't really want the-

dinner. They wanted to meet pecople.
You know. Get acquainted. Contact.
That’s what it’s all about.”

As a business, the singles weekend
has flourished. taking its place with
the convention and the family vacation
as a regular feature at resorts around
the country. Weekends have become
weeks and many hotels now make
their piteh to singles all year round.

It is at.the Concord, travel experts
and expericnced weckenders agree,
that the singles event has reached its
zenith, bigger and better organized
than any other.

This is the Loneliness Industry at its
most suceessful and luerative.

Six to eight times a year the hotel is
given over completely to singles, and
the guests, ranging in age from 18 to
0, are packed three and four to a
room. The price is about $80 a person
and there is almost never a vacancy.

What with almost 3,000 people on
hand, the weekend becomes a specta-
cle of sorts, a mixture of commercial.
ism, crudity, cruelty and compassion, a
madeap pursuit of pleasure and one
another. Depending on how you feel
Sboul these things, it can all be seen as
@ festive round of parties and games—

See LONELINESS, Al6, Col. 1
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In bathing suits and Bermuda sherts, singles atiend resort weekend.
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During the day, the bodics are dis-
played on wooden slabs by the pool,
There is an outdoor bar and band play.
ing cha chas and mambos. After cach
number the handleader shouts: “Is ev.
ervhody happy?” The dancers, their
near naked bodles shining in the heat,
reply with a ringing, *Yes!"

At night, they jam the Xight Owl]
Lounge. The wisecracks fly. Putdowns
abound. This is not the place for d
nity or the nicelles of parlor exchange
The approach is direct, If you want i,
agk for it. The pace is very fast. Time
Is short.

And then perhaps to the bedronm.
With three and four people sharing,
the arrangements can zel complicated.
“They do it in shif12” gaid nne veteran,
“ar the firsl guy that gets there puts
aul the “do not disturbh” sipn and every.
bordy clse has 1o wait hiz turn

“Some girls” he added, “have no
ohieetinns o doinz It ingether,”

In its own way it has all become as
structured and predictable as the cole-
brated mating rituals of aboriginal
tribes. Stu RBush, a curly haired. hoyish
tand singles 33-vear-old who is the hoo
tel’s director of activities. has been
walching the proeess for six vears and
summed it up neatly ane nean time,
speakinz  ahove the din of the Con.
eord’s 24.hour coffee shop:

“riday night the gicls are traveling,
they're tussy, they're looking for this,
they're looking for that. They're look.
Int for the knight in shining armor,
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ar as a depressing testament to human
desperation,
Thev're lonking for Mr. Clean. Thev're
looking for everything.™

“Salurday nicht about midnizhi. one
o'eleck in the morning they say he
hell with it, I'm not hlowing nin
bucks and not scoring. You! Harey!

her hvre!

Mosily, the weekenders have sped
up the thruway from New York City,
wa or three to a. car. But they bus
some In also, from places like Wash.
ington, Baltimore and Boston. "Out of
towners,” the New Yorkers call them
with a touch of a sneer, "GU-georraph-
ieally undesirable.”

They are an urbanized affluent
growd; the men in sales. manufactur-
ing or marketing: the women likely 1o
be secretaries, teachers, medical assist-
ants or housewlves with alimony. The
bulk of them are younz. In their 20s
and 30z, Men over 40 usually can make
il. Women that age find it a great deal
harder, Practically all are Jewish he-
cause thal's the way It has always been
in the Catskills.

In their manner and appearance,
they tend ta be more showy than chic
Fveryone's  hair s cul,  combed,
hrushed and sprayed intn the latest
siyles. Toupees oultnumber  heards
Makeup is taken serinusly. There are
men in white shoes, see throueh shirls
and pinky rings and women in halters,
haring their midrif(s. regardiess of
how it looks.

From =a distance, the veneer is
glossy, the way “swinging singles” are
supposed 1o look whether in Georpe
town or on New York's upper East
Side. The music Is loud, The laughter
is too. But when you gel close enouch.
it begins to sound shrill. The market,
as Winarik observed, is loncliness The
pressures can be inlense,

* Dolores is 23 and warks willi 1he
aged. Bhe's lived ina New Yark apact

By Einds Wheeler—~The Weshinetan Fau
Boy mects girl by the ponl at the Coneard, The botel holds singles weekends six or clght timos & yesr.

on Singles Weekends

ment hullding for three months and
hasn't met a soul. “My parents look at
me and they're crying inside because
I'm not married,” she said. Dolores
had been to the Concord before. two
years ago. "l figured 1'd try It again,”
she said, "1 guess I'd lorgotien what a
ral race it is."

* lNene 1s 24 She's a leacher, 1 just
felt like 1 had o get away.” she said.
“my goclal Wfe this summer has been
lousy. | was very depressed.” Her par-
ents noppested the Concord, “Every-
bady's telling me that if 1 don't push
mysell I'm never going to find some-
one.” she sald.

* Ellen i= 26 and divorced. She lives
in a Long Island apartment with her
2% vear old son, 118 harrible to have
tn do this,” she said, “a lot of the men
've spoken 1a have told me U'm not
the tvpe,” One man in the har asked
her how lang she'd heon on her awn,

“A vear and a half,” she replied.

“That's teo had.” he said, “hecause il
it were Ionger. you'd really he desper.
ate.”

® Larry i= 33, a garmenl executive,
divareed. “Ninety per reént af the pea.
ple wha eome here are unhappy,” he
=atd, "They come here lonking In meet
someone. hul they pul on an act like
they're swingers and they're having a
zreal time. Most of them are very um.

s 25, a government worker

from Ballimore. “I've never been to

s ol these  hefore” he said, “1
wanted (o mect some peaple | thought
¢ The Concord seemed the

Bis s ronm tablie the lirs

Sl el o the girls sl
mm CHelin” he said,
ely, are sou havine A enod

wirls elared back “We've wan
i b el spmicone sophisticated,”
ally sanl

Eher andd o auain, durinz meals,
at the swimming ponl. 8l the lennis
vhurts, at the bars. nichtelubs and
the weekend and thase atiend.
e it ihsparagen  Maving tn he
there 15 an embarcassment, an admis
ston thal snmehaw vour life is lacking

For all the good times they may ap:
pear tn b having, the resentment s al-
wavs there, alone with the self-doubis,
the gwilt and cymeism

Sowhere is (he harshness maore evic
dent than n the gala hatelspansored
Saturday  aftecanon hathing  beauty
contest This 15 a recular event and
thoge who have seen i more than ones
sav thar it gets na less alfonsive with
repititinn

The comtest was ealled for 4 pmand
a large crand had gathered The pen
sprctive heauly quecns here were no
spiecal gqualifirations for entering: a.
sembled  around the plaform Fach
was nen a apmber, There were 30 iy
all A few were pretia Mand were
plain.

The emece was a bwal comedian
named i Schaffer “As each girl
came tocward e made A erack

oo the firer el “00, this s a
tuchus (Yiddish for buttocks) . rame
to me . Jump oen me” Ta anniher
“¥ou haven't gol much of a chest darl.

Mr Lindta Whester— The Washingins Pas

far and danee floor near the singles pool are papular spots,

me unless vau throw your shoulders
hark ™

To annther 1 think we're sonz
sharply downhill ™ And ta anathey whao
was averweight “I[ there's a place for
youw, it's your helly bution ™

Then came the plainest mirl of al.
When  she appearced, Schafler ore
tended 1o vomit and said, “This is tan
murch folks, | don’t know if | can on
an” The crowd roared with laughter

The winner was a demure 24-year-nld
teacher from Braoklva She was over
come  with emntion. tears  irickled
down her cheeks and she was unable
1o speak The ridiculed sicl watched si
fently A few hours loter she was in
the har, =il trvinzg tn he noticed

If anvone ol the Coneord can explasi
why the zirl entered in the first place,
o levine Coben, for 25 vears the
hoiel mapred” and a contle man who
speaks with modest wisdom about the
peaple he deals with

“I's a lintle like havinz a healihy
nursing hame ™ he smd. CWhat you
have in a nur<nz home le gsirk people
that von have to vare for 1°s the same
with eame nf these peaple, They hive
the kind of life that when they come
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up here they're Innking that somehods
should pay a little aliention to them °
and talk 1o them.” .

Cnhen worries about all his guests
That is his nature But he worries es. .
pecially ahoul the older women. the
widows mainly. and the ones that &
never married. In a lonely society, he *
«ald, these can be the loneliest of all. -

“Picture this. She lives in an apart-
ment alone. She has breakfast alane
She works in an office full of women,
For lunch maybe its a quick =andwich |
and then. if the other women aren’t
married. i’s dinner together. Afwer-
wards ehe Zocs Lo ner apartment.

“Neoww here vou gel a man in his 40s
and put him with a woman of 15 and *
he doesn’t want to sic with her. He
save sho's (oo ald, 5o voo ask them o
=it, mavhe just for a meal of two. The
wainen aerd  some male companion.
ship,

T the women | say. "We're going
n put a couple of men ar the table, |
Pan't 1e1 them talk to you first. Dan’ ;@
&il there and elare al them and don’ «
ask questions.” They can ask such em-

See LONELINESS, Al Col. 1




=

': EONELINESS, From A16

P
b_n'r'aﬁng questions,
ried?’ they'll ask.
«;,,-;‘irhere is a segment of women that
#reiso forward that a man would get
scaved sitting with them. But then, you
nowein their 40s they can't waste
HmeTwith a married man. They have
ngxﬁttle time left.”

Atithe other end of the spectrum are
f.ﬁgg-ypun‘gest. and prettiest girls. The
men call them *'Jewish-American prin-
CEH{F" because of how pampered and

8

‘Are you mar-

glsgj over they've been by their fami-
es.§

"Thew have the right clothes, the
rigl]‘_ hairdoes, the right jewelry, all
desigred to get a man, and if it hasn't
worked so far, then maybe the Con-
cord will help.

The' girls, knowing how they stack
up to the competition, tend to adopt an
expression of disdain that is inclined
lo discourage the verv attention they
have been sent there to get.

- "They do want fellas to walk up to
them, but they want the right fellas.”
Stu Bush, the activities director ex.
plalned. “A nice looking girl can get
pushed around pretty good and ap-
proached dozens of times.

“Arguy siis down next to you in the
barﬂmd buys you a drink. It can tie
vou-up for an hour.”

It ‘is easier on the whole to he a man
at the Concord because the initiative is
yours "and so is the numerical advan-
tage. Women always outnumber men,
especially the older they get. On some
past weekends, the ratio reached 3 and
even 4 to 1. Recently, though, it's been
a hit mare even.

The>men. in their way, are as varied
as the women: from nervous pimply,
post adolescents to the paunchy mid-
dle-aged who affect the panache nf ex-
perience. “You can take some of the
quietest pguys in the world,"” said

[T el

IRVING COREN
.-« tit's like a nursing home’

Bush, “and get them into the singles
environment and they literally, some
of them, become beasts. It’s amazing.
They let it all out here.”

“A voung single guy that comes here
and plays golf for two or three days
and makes the bar scene at night. He's
pot it made,” said Bush.

The golf, tennis and innumerable
other activities the hotel provides (the
array is remarkable, including skeet
shooting, karate and rug auctions) play
an essential part in making a singles
weekend work. Not only would the
pursts get bored if they had nothing
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much to do, but also they'd find meet-
ing awhole lot harder.

Rose Ahrens, the plump and gemnial
hotel matchmaker, has a role, of
course (her motto is “we serve the
needy not the greedy”) and she's
around making introductions. But the
hest approaches, particularly for young
people are the ones made more or less
naturally.

Says he: "Wow, thal's a great {ore-
hand.”

Says she: “You're not so bad your-
self.”

And from there on its easier. “You
know the big trick,” said Stu Bush, “is
gelting the opening line in there.”

The hotel goes to some unusual
lengths to help people get acquainted.
Irving Cohen, for example, deliber-
ately slows down the line in front of
his dining room, because he's found
that the inconvenience encourages con-
versation.

“What could be belter.,” he said.
“Turn ta the person next to you and
say, ‘Listen, why do we have lo wait in
line here wherever we go.' By the time
they get inside, they'll say, “\Why don't
we all sit together.! It works beauti-
fully.”

Two years ago, the management
tried wet another approach and
mounted a weekend long "cncounter
group” session. It was a big financial
sueccess but the owners decided not to
do it again.

*We did some sou! searching.” sald
Gordon Winarik, “and concluded that
the problems of the mind are not for
us. Let's keep it a resort, we sald, we
don’t want 1o get into the inner mind.
We want them to have fun.”

And they do try. But it is fun fora
very serious purpose. Tha makes it a
lat harder.

NEXT: The Money in the Local Lo-
neliness Indusiry.
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